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For Release: Immediately Contact: Denise Horstman, ext. 262 

September 18, 1996 

FIBEAND WATER: CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS ANCIENT KOREA AND JAPAN 

(Cleveland, OH) - Archaeologists, cultural historians, and art historians from Asia, Europe, and 
North America will convene in Cleveland for a public conference on October 26, 1996 at the 
Cleveland Museum of Art. “Fire and Water: Cultural Exchanges Between Ancient Korea and Japan” 
highlights major artistic themes and the close historical and cultural ties between these two neighbors 
from Neolithic times through the 10th century. The event is open to the public for a fee of $30 ($20 
for museum members and seniors, $10 for students). Information and registration forms are 
available through the museum's education department hotline at 216/421-7340, ext. 464. 

Conference day concludes with a free public performance of Korean music by musicians from Seoul. 

“Fire and Water” is part of the museum's yearly autumn focus on Asian culture. According 
to Michael R. Cunningham, conference organizer and Curator of Japanese and Korean Art at the 
museum, the conference is an outgrowth of the exhibition held last fall at the museum focusing on 
relationships and distinctions between Japanese and Korean ceramics pre-1500. This thematic 
exhibition appealed to The Korea Foundation, Seoul, which agreed to sponsor the Cleveland 
conference and concert. For the conference, Cunningham plans to place on view in the Asian 
galleries relevant Japanese and Korean works from the museum's renowned Asian collections. 

Conference participants and their topics are as follows: Richard Pearson, Department of 
Anthropology, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia, Chulmum andJomon: 
Ancient Pottery of Japan and Korea and Its Makers -, Gina Barnes, Department of East Asian 
Studies, Durham University, Durham, England, Iron: A Strategic Commodity Among the 
Protohistoric Korean and Japanese States', Jonathan Best, Professor of Asian Studies, Wesleyan 
University, Middletown, Connecticut, A Light to the Needful: Korea and the Introduction of 
Buddhism to Japan -, Lena Kim, Chairman, Department of Art Histoiy', Hongik University, Seoul, 
Korean Influence on Early Japanese Buddhist Sculpture-, and Song-mi Yi, Professor, Academy of 
Korean Studies, Seoul, Korean Painting of the Paekche Dynasty and Its Relationship with China 
and Japan. Along with Cunningham, Hwi-Joon Ahn, Professor of Art Histoiy, Seoul National 
University, Seoul, an expert on Korean painting, will lead discussions. 
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Registrants may pick up their materials in the museum's North Lobby at 8: 15-9:00 am on conference day. 
Sessions begin at 9: 15 and conclude at 3:30, with a lunch break from 1 1 :45 to 1 :00; private lunch reservations are 
available in advance for $15. 
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The Korean peninsula is located between China and Japan, but its music is quite distinct from that of its 
neighboring countries. For example, while most Chinese and Japanese rhythms are duple meter, Korean rh 3 lhm 
is usually triple meter. The free evening performance by five instrumentalists and a vocalist will include an 
explanation of the characteristics of Korean music, beginning at 6:30, by Professor Byimg-ki Hw'ang of the 
College of Music at Ewha Womens University in Seoul; an attorney by training, Byung-ki Hwang is 
internationally known as a performer on the kayagum (12-stringed zither). He is joined by the following in this 
tour: Chung-soo Kim, changgu (hourglass drum); Dae-seog Cheong, komungo (6-stringed zither); 11 Won, piri 
(oboe); Yong-gu Lee, taegum (traverse flute); Kwon-soon Kang, pansori (vocal music). Their repertoire for this 
concert, beginning at 7:30, ranges from technically and artistically demanding solo music to stirring marches, 
dances, and folk songs. 



